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Heart Change Life Change

February 15", A Divine
Appointment.

Donna was enjoying her quiet time and some
coffee in her bathrobe when a man she didn’t
know opened our front door and walked into our
house.

For the past 5 months | have been meeting
monthly with a third YMC (Youth Ministry Cadre).
YMC is a group of youth pastors who agree to
meet
together one
day a month,
for 16
months. Our
goal is to
study the life
of Jesus
together and 3t

apply what we learn to our hearts and ministries
so we can become better at making disciples
who can then, in turn, make disciples.

This YMC normally meets on the first Thursday
of the month. Due to some scheduling
challenges we had to make some changes to our
March meeting. The fact that the dates in Feb
and March are the same, and that | was not clear
in my communication caused one of the guys to
come to our house on the wrong day. Because
we meet regularly | have told the guys to just
come on in without knocking. As | worked
upstairs | heard the door open and then a male
voice. Suddenly | realized what was going on.

When | came downstairs both Donna and my
friend looked a little dazed and confused. Donna
excused herself and we began to chat. It was

Better Together

She was cute and blonde and radiated confi-
dence and joy. Now a young married woman
with small children, she didn’t look at all like the
despairing teenager | spent hours counselling
years before. Back then she felt unaccepted
and unimportant. She hated everything about
her life. Now, she and her husband were excit-
ed about participating in the marriage confer-
ence where Randy and | were speaking.

Her dad, also
present at the
conference, ap-
proached me
privately. He
said he and his
wife wanted to

R thank me for the
time I'd spent all
y. those years ago
8¢ with their des-
pairing daugh-
ter. It had really
= changed her life.
~ Of course we all
know that it was Jesus who changed her life,
but somehow he chooses to use us, members
of His body.

How beautiful to know that though | was the
voice of Jesus in that situation, and maybe the
arms, others were a part of that heart and life
change through their prayers and gifts.

I love the way Eugene Peterson renders this
thought from 1 Corinthians 12:20-26 The Mes-
sage (MSG)



clear that he really needed to talk. He was facing a
looming issue that he was really struggling with
getting past. It became apparent that my plans for
the morning were going to have to be put on hold.
We talked for over two hours. At one point | was
able to gently confront my friend. | perceived the
core issue was a lack of submission to the
authorities God had placed over him, and that was
a lack of submission to Jesus. | had no idea how
he might respond. After a brief silence he said ‘I
have a problem | need to deal with.” | was, and am
still, so impressed with his response and his
willingness to grow. It was clearly a divine
appointment and | was so thankful our YMC had
positioned me to be a part of it.

At each meeting we have one guy share about his
ministry and life and then
we all gather around him
and pray for him. Just this
morning | was texting one
of the guys to ask if he
would be willing to share.
He quickly responded,
“For sure! I'd appreciate
the prayer.” | don’t know
what is going on but I will
find out as we gather
around him, pray for, and
journey with him.

| wish you could see what

God does in the hearts, lives and ministries of the
guys who join a YMC. So far each YMC has
developed a deep sense of community and God
has made some heart and life change.

I am convinced that youth ministry is the most
important ministry in the church. There is no other
time in a student’s life when they go through as
much change as they do in the Jr. & Sr. High
years. As you probably know, studies indicate that
over 80% of people who make decisions to follow
Jesus do so before their 18" birthday. Our youth
pastors have a massive role and they are often
just beginning their ministry career. They need all
the help and support we can give them to disciple
their students and help their students reach their
friends who don’t yet know Jesus. Thank you for
the part you play with your prayers and financial
support in allowing me to invest in, and speak into,
the lives of guys who are investing in, and
speaking into, the lives of students.

"... For no matter how significant you are, it is only
because of what you are a part of. An enormous
eye or a gigantic hand wouldn’t be a body, but a
monster. What we have is one body with many
parts, each its proper size and in its proper place.
No part is important on its own. Can you imag-
ine Eye telling Hand, “Get lost; | don’t need you™?
Or, Head telling Foot, “You're fired; your job has
been phased out”? As a matter of fact, in practice it
works the other way—the “lower” the part, the more
basic, and therefore necessary. You can live with-
out an eye, for instance, but not without a stomach.
... You give it dignity and honor just as it is, without
comparisons...?>?° The way God designed our bod-
ies is a model for understanding our lives together
as a church: every part dependent on every other
part, the parts we mention and the parts we don',
the parts we see and
the parts we don't.”

You are an integral
and crucial part of the
work that we are
seen doing. Thank
you so much for free-
ing us from earning a
living in a traditional
way so that we can
be there for people in
groups and face to

) face. Thank you for
empowering our work with your prayers. It makes
all the difference and results in heart and life
change.

Please join the Straight Talk prayer force.
You can register to receive email updates
by going to www.randycarter.org/prayer.

To receive updates via text message, text
“@stmprayer” to 587-333-2775 and fol-
low the instructions that will be texted to
you.



http://www.randycarter.org/prayer

HEART CHANGE

LIFE CHANGE

/E | want to make a difference by investing in Straight Talk:

/. With a gift of $

/A By Praying. Join our weekly prayer team. Email: admin@straighttalkministries.com
/ | want to support Straight Talk monthly:

/A $250 A£$100 A£$75

/%50 A£S
Monthly Giving Options

/E | have included post-dated cheques to Straight Talk Ministries

Giving on line.
You can give on line with Visa or Mastercard through Canada helps.

Go to Canada Helps at https://www.canadahelps.org/CharityProfilePage.aspx?CharitylD=d74727 and you can
make your donation there today.

If your contact information has changed please let us know:

Name:

Address:

Donations can be mailed to: Spending of Funds is confined to board approved programs and projects. Each restricted contribution towards a

) . board approved program or project will be used as designated, with the understanding that when the need for
Straight Tal k Mi n || Suéh & ptogBar§ has been met, or cannot be completed for any reason determined by the board, the remaining
38 Ri ver Rock Cr e Eesrigieq contidbytions designated for such programs or projects will be used where needed most. Straight Talk

Ministéites finance;iare annually reviewed by an internal audit committee. Financial statement is available upon
Cal gary, Al berta req-Ee .Cfax lﬁ"e ipﬂs are issued annually for gifts over $10.00.

heart change

life change


https://www.canadahelps.org/CharityProfilePage.aspx?CharityID=d74727

